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SPEECH BY THE P R E M I E R , DON DUNSTAN, AT THE OPENING OF THE HINDMARSH ' 
B U I L D I N G S O C I E T Y ' S NEW P R E M I S E S . 9 / 2 / 7 2 . 
MR. ADCOCK, MY LORD MAYOR, PARL IAMENTARY COLLEAGUES , L A D I E S AND 
GENTLEMEN: 
I WAS P A R T I C U L A R L Y P LEASED TO BE ASKED TO OPEN THE HINDMARSH B U I L D I N G 
S O C I E T Y ' S NEW PREMISES TODAY - NOT B E C A U S E , AS YOU MAY HAVE HEARD, 
MY WIFE AND I ARE CURRENTLY IN THE MARKET FOR A HOUSE OURSELVES -
BUT B E C A U S E , AS PREMIER AND HOUSING M I N I S T E R , I ' M VERY A P P R E C I A T I V E 
OF THE ROLE PLAYED BY B U I L D I N G S O C I E T I E S IN OUR COMMUNITY. 
THEY PLAY AN I N V A L U A B L E PART IN S A T I S F Y I N G ONE OF THE STRONGEST GOALS 
MOTIVAT ING THE ORDINARY A U S T R A L I A N - THE D E S I R E FOR A HOME OF O N E ' S 
OWN. AND THE HINDMARSH SOC IETY WHOSE HISTORY IN T H I S STATE EXTENDS 
OVER NEARLY A CENTURY HAS PLAYED AN OUTSTANDING PART IN SOUTH 
A U S T R A L I A N HOUSING DEVELOPMENT . 
PROOF OF TH IS I S THE DRAMATIC EXPANS ION OF YOUR ASSETS WHICH REACHED 
THE F I R S T M I L L I O N - D O L L A R MARK IN 1 9 6 0 AND WHICH NOW STAND AT 
1 8 - M I L L I C N S . 
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THE B U I L D I N G SOC IETY MOVEMENT, AS A WHOLE, AND THE STATE GOVERNMENT 
ARE BOTH DEEPLY INVOLVED IN THE P R O V I S I O N OF P R I V A T E HOUSING . FOR I T S 
P A R T , THE GOVERNMENT I S THE LARGEST S I N G L E PROVIDER OF R E S I D E N T I A L 
HOUSING IN THE S T A T E , THROUGH THE HOUSING T R U S T ' S B U I L D I N G PROGRAMME 
AND THE LOAN OPERATIONS OF THE STATE BANK . FURTHER , S I N C E I NOTE 
THAT 70 PER CENT OF YOUR LOANS ARE MADE TO PEOPLE WHOSE INCOMES ARE 
BELOW $ 5 , 5 0 0 A YEAR , IT IS OBVIOUS BOTH THE GOVERNMENT AND THE SOC IETY 
HAVE A PRIMARY CONCERN IN PROVID ING HOUSES FOR PEOPLE ON THE LOWER 
END OF THE INCOME S C A L E . 
AS THE ESTABL ISHMENT OF TH IS NEW HEADQUARTERS IN THE HEART OF THE 
C I T Y DEMONSTRATES , WE HAVE IN COMMON, TOO, A CONCERN WITH THE 
DEVELOPMENT OF ADELA IDE AND THE AREAS AROUND I T . 
REMARKS I MADE LAST WEEKEND ABOUT THE WAYS IN WHICH THE C I T Y IS 
DEVELOP ING - AND THE WAYS IN WHICH I B E L I E V E IT SHOULD - SEEM TO HAVE 
ATTRACTED A CERTA IN AMOUNT OF A T T E N T I O N . 
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I ' M VERY GLAD THAT T H I S I S SO BECAUSE I B E L I E V E AN INFORMED P U B L I C 
DEBATE ABOUT THE OPT IONS OPEN TO US IN A D E L A I D E AND THE FORM THAT 
FUTURE GROWTH IN THE C I T Y SHOULD TAKE I S AN E S S E N T I A L PART OF THE 
PROCESS OF S E L E C T I N G THE B E S T AND M05T WORKABLE OF THE A L T E R N A T I V E S 
BEFORE U S . 
NOW WHEN ONE T A L K S ABOUT THE LAND USE TRENDS AND ABOUT C I T Y P L A N N I N G 
I T ' S VERY EASY TO BE M ISUNDERSTOOD . I ' M NOT S A Y I N G THAT A D E L A I D E I S 
UNWORKABLE . WE A L L KNOW THAT T H I S I S NOT THE C A S E . I N D E E D , COMPARED 
WITH THE S I T U A T I O N ONE F I N D S IN S Y D N E Y , MELBOURNE OR MANY A M E R I C A N C I T I E S 
ONE R E A L I S E S THAT WE ARE R E L A T I V E L Y WELL O F F . 
BUT I B E L I E V E THAT IT I S F O O L I S H TO ASSUME THAT IT S H A L L ALWAYS BE S O . 
IN F A C T , I T WOULD BE P O L I T I C A L AND S O C I A L SHORT S I G H T E D N E S S OF A 
S I G N I F I C A N T K I N D . 
I ' L L COME BACK TO T H I S GENERAL PO INT L A T E R , BUT I F I MAY C I T E ONE 
S P E C I F I C EXAMPLE OF WHAT I ' M T A L K I N G ABOUT - AND ONE THAT W I L L HAVE 
S P E C I A L MEANING FOR ANYONE WORKING IN GAWLER P L A C E - I WOULD MENTION THE 
Q U E S T I O N OF C A R S , COMMUTING AND P A R K I N G . 
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WHEN ONE R A I 5 E 5 THE QUE5T ION OF WHETHER OR NOT CARS ARE D E S I R A B L E IN 
A C E N T R A L C I T Y A R E A , THERE I S A DANGER OF B E I N G MISUNDERSTOOD - ONE 
NO SOONER B E G I N S A DEBATE ON THE QUEST ION OF P U B L I C VERSUS P R I V A T E 
TRANSPORT THAN SOMEONE S A Y S : "AH I HE WANTS TO FORCE P E O P L E INTO B U S E S . 
AND T R A I N S " . THAT I S , OF COURSE , N O N S E N S E . BUT I T ' S GREATER NONSENSE 
TO ASSUME THAT WE CAN , F O R E V E R , GO ON P L A N N I N G ON THE B A S I S THAT 
P E O P L E W I L L , AT A L L T I M E S IN A L L S I T U A T I O N S , BE A B L E OR WANT TO T R A V E L 
TO WORK IN THE P R I V A T E MOTOR C A R . THE FACT I S , THE MOTOR CAR L I K E ANY 
OTHER MACHINE MAKES A F I N E S E R V A N T . BUT IT CAN ALSO BE A R U T H L E S S 
DESTROYER OF THE URBAN ENV IRONMENT , AND CLEAR S I G N S OF T H I S CAN BE 
SEEN IN A D E L A I D E T O D A Y . 
ANY C I T Y P L A N N I N G THAT I S BASED S O L E L Y ON THE T E C H N O L O G I E S OF TRANSPORT 
P L A N N I N G AND E N G I N E E R I N G , I S I B E L I E V E DOOMED TO F A I L U R E - AND VERY 
UGLY F A I L U R E . I T I S N ' T C A R S , CAR PARKS AND FREEWAYS WHICH .MAKE A C I T Y 
PROSPEROUS AND A JOY TO BE I N . RATHER IT I S THE P E O P L E THAT L I V E , S H O P , 
WORK AND P L A Y IN C I T I E S THAT DO S O . 
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CAR PARKS A R E N ' T THE ANSWER TO TRUE P R O S P E R I T Y AND PROGRESS IN A C I T Y . 
AT P R E S E N T , IN ADELA IDE WE RUN THE DANGER OF DEVELOP ING INTO A C ITY 
WHICH SUFFERS FROM THE SAME BL IGHT WHICH HAS A F F L I C T E D C I T I E S ACROSS 
THE FACE OF THE U . S . A . THERE YOU HAVE GREAT H I G H - R I S E O F F I C E BLOCKS 
TOWERING OVER SHAMBLING R E T A I L AND B U S I N E S S CENTRES , WHILE A L L AROUND 
ARE T R E E L E S S URBAN DESERTS OF DUSTY ASPHALT THAT BY DAY HOLD THE 
UB IQUITOUS MOTOR CAR , AND BY NIGHT THE OCCASIONAL A L L E Y C A T . 
THE RESULT 15 D ISASTROUS TO BOTH A C I T Y ' S L I F E AND I T S URBAN 
ECONOMICS . ON THE ONE HAND THE C I T Y ' S L I F E D I E S , ON THE OTHER THE 
S T R A I N S PLACED UPON THE URBAN ROAD AND P U B L I C AND P R I V A T E TRANSPORT 
SYSTEMS I S INTOLERABLE TO BOTH THE USERS OF THE SYSTEMS AND THE 
GOVERNMENTS WHICH MUST PAY FOR THEM. 
THE MASS IVE RESOURCES THAT HAVE TO BE ALLOCATED BY STATE AND LOCAL 
A U T H O R I T I E S IN THE STRUGGLE TO KEEP EVEN A R E L A T I V E EASE OF MOVEMENT 
AT PEAK PER IODS BETWEEN THE OUTER AND INNER AREAS OF THE C ITY L I T E R A L L Y 
C R I P P L E S THE BUDGETS OF THE A U T H O R I T I E S . I T I S A CH ICKEN AND EGG 
S I T U A T I O N . 
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THE MORE CARS THAT ARE USED, THE MORE CAR PARKS THAT ARE NEEDED, AND 
SO THE L E S S P U B L I C TRANSPORT THAT I S USED , AND THEREFORE THE MORE 
CAR PARKS THAT ARE NEEDED AND THE MORE P U B L I C TRANSPORT COSTS . 
THE V I S U A L HORROR TH IS S I T U A T I O N E N T A I L S I S ONLY EQUALLED TO BY THE 
S O C I A L COSTS INVOLVED IN THE LOSS OF A HIGH QUAL ITY URBAN L I F E . WE 
IN ADELA IDE CAN AFFORD TO PROF IT FROM SUCH LESSONS OF WHAT MIGHT BE 
CALLED AMERICAN C A R - B L I G H T . WE SHOULD ALSO LEARN FROM EXAMPLES OF 
SUCCESS AS IN MANY PROSPEROUS S C A N D I N A V I A N AND EUROPEAN C I T I E S , 
WHERE SUCH DEVELOPMENTS AND TENDENCIES HAVE S I M P L Y NOT BEEN PERMITTED 
TO OCCUR. 
IN A D E L A I D E THE ANSWER, I B E L I E V E , I S C O - O P E R A T I V E , CO-ORDINATED 
PLANNING BETWEEN ALL URBAN AREAS AND BETWEEN L E V E L S OF GOVERNMENT, 
TAK ING ADVANTAGE OF EXPERT AND S E N S I T I V E A D V I C E . IT DOES NOT L I E IN 
THE A P P L I C A T I O N OF AD HOC, DAY -TO -DAY S O L U T I O N S , NOR IN A S I M P L E 
ORGANISED CONTINUATION OF PRESENT LAND USE P A T T E R N S . AN ELEMENT OF 
V I S I O N IS ALSO V I T A L IN THE DETERMINATION OF HOW A C I T Y SHOULD GROW. 
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I SPOKE ON SATURDAY OF THE DISASTROUS INCREASE IN THE NUMBER OF C ITY 
ALLOTMENTS BE ING GIVEN OVER TO CAR P A R K I N G . MANY OF THESE ARE PRIME 
DEVELOPMENT S I T E S FOR RES IDENTIAL " , RECREAT IONAL AND COMMERCIAL U S E . 
THEY ARE NOW T I E D DOWN TO THE TEMPORARY, DAYTIME STORAGE OF THE 
MOTOR CAR , AND ARE , I B E L I E V E , THE BEG INN INGS OF THE AMERICAN C A R -
BL IGHT THAT I HAVE MENTIONED . A MORE E F F I C I E N T METHOD OF PARK ING 
WHICH WOULD R E L E A S E NUMBERS OF THESE S I T E S WOULD BE IN THE ERECT ION -
AT CAREFULLY SELECTED POINTS - OF M U L T I - S T O R I E D PARK ING STAT IONS 
DESIGNED TO SERVE V I A B L E R E S I D E N T I A L AND COMMERCIAL D I S T R I C T S OF THE 
C I T Y . 
BUT I STRESS A G A I N , EVEN SUCH A R E L A T I V E L Y UNRADICAL CHANGE OF 
APPROACH SHOULD COME AS A CONSEQUENCE OF A COMPREHENSIVE PLANNING 
STUDY AND AS PART OF AN OVERALL SCHEME. FOR AS I HAVE MENTIONED, EACH 
PART OF THE METROPOLITAN AREA IS DEPENDENT ON THE OTHER . THE WHOLE 
METROPOLITAN AREA - THE SUBURBS PROPER AND THE OTHER FOCAL PO INTS 
WITHIN IT - HAVE TO BE CONSIDERED AND PLANNED IN R E L A T I O N TO EACH 
O T H E R ' S PROJECTED GROWTH. 
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AND T H I S INVOLVES OF COURSE T R A F F I C AND TRANSPORT PLANNING INTO THE 
CENTRAL C I T Y . 
THE C I T Y COUNCIL IN I T S D E C I S I O N TO R E T A I N TOWN PLANNING CONSULTANTS 
HAS CLEARLY DEMONSTRATED THAT IT HAS ACKNOWLEDGED THE E X I S T E N C E OF 
THESE PROBLEMS AND INTENDS TO SEEK A P P R O P R I A T E S O L U T I O N S . THE STATE 
GOVERNMENT, FOR I TS P A R T , INTENDS TO CO -OPERATE AND P A R T I C I P A T E 
IN T H I S ENDEAVOUR. 
S I R , I CONGRATULATE YOU AND YOUR SOC IETY ON YOUR F I N E RECORD OF 
ACHIEVEMENT SYMBOL ISED BY THE COMPLETION OF T H I S B U I L D I N G . 
YOURS I S ONE OF THE OLDEST AND MOST S T A B L E I N S T I T U T I O N S IN 
SOUTH A U S T R A L I A AND TH IS B U I L D I N G IS WORTHY OF YOUR T R A D I T I O N . 
IT NOW G IVES ME VERY MUCH PLEASURE TO O F F I C I A L L Y DECLARE B U I L D I N G 
SOC IETY HOUSE OPEN . 
THANK YOUU 
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